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four years 05-3)- Even then the opposition was so
strong that a member expressed his doubts as to
whether it would not cost the king u the goodwills and
true herts of his subjects, ... a ferre grettir treasure
for a king than gold or silver." A subsequent
attempt to exact a forced loan was resisted through-
out the country. It was openly asserted that the
levying of taxes without consent of Parliament was
illegal, and the proposal was dropped in favour of a
Benevolence, the legality of which was upheld by the
judges on the ground that the practice had only been
forbidden during the reign of an usurper. These two
incidents show that the spirit of liberty was dormant,
but not dead ; that, when the strong monarchy ceased
to be necessary, it would probably also cease to exist ;
that the power of the Tudors mainly depended for its
durability upon the popularity of the reigning
monarch ; and, in short, that there was a limit which
the Crown would transgress at its peril.

It has been already pointed out that the Church
at this time was reduced to a condition of depend-
ence on the Crown, and that she relied upon the royal
authority to prevent the confiscation of her wealth, as
she had lost both the affection and respect of the
people. That dependence was now all the more
marked and all the more real, since the New Learning
had spread to England also, bringing with it an
increased distrust of the established religion and a
tendency to question the dogmas, which had hitherto
been received with implicit faith. To Grocyn belongs
the honour of being the first to lecture upon Greek at
Oxford ; that is, upon the old authors, whose manu-